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reins may prtcipitate the machine of 
govtnimeiu, into one of the ilreadfal 
precipices, by which the present 
rough and narrow road is surrounded. 

DOCUMENTS. 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

At a m.ettng of the friends of ParHamenfar^ 
Refotm in Cornrvall^ held at Bodmin on Mon- 
day the 8th of July, 1811. 
Edw. Win. Stackhouse, esq. in the Chair. 
The following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted :— ^ 
Resol'-jcdy 

I. — ^That we cordially agree with the 
friends of parliamentary reform who met 
in London the 10th of June, that the house 
of commons does not represent the peo- 
ple; that it does not speak the sense of the 
nation ; that to the defective state of the 
representition and the unconstitutional 
duration of parliaments, we owe unne- 
cessary wars, the present enormous accu- 
mulation 61 Public debt, a load of taxes, 
grievous from their weight, but esj)ecially 
oppressive from the mode by which they 
are collected and enforced, the overthrow 
of c he balance of power abroad, and the 
consolidation of a corrtipt system of influ- 
ence at home, which takes away every 
ahadow of authority and credit from the 
most venerable parts of our constitution. 

H. — ^Th;it therefore a reform in the re- 
presentation of the people is essential to 
the independence of the crovm and the li- 
berty of the people. 

III. — That a constitutional reform will 
alone be adequate or efficient, which shall 
testore to the crown the free exercise of 
the prerogatives entrusted to it by the 
constitution for the common weal, and 
to the people the full enjoyment of those 
true, ancient, and indubitable rio;hts and 
privileges, which they are entitled to pray 
^nd demand according to the laws and 
statutes of the realm. 

IV. — That by the laws and statutes of 
the realih, the subject has settled in him a 
true and fundamental right of property, 
and that without his consent, it shall not 
•be taken from him ; that therefore he shall 
not be compelled to contribute to any tax, 
talliage, aid, 6r other like charge, not sCt 
by common consent in parliament ; since 
in parliament all the whole body of the 
realm, and every particular member there- 
of, either in person or by representation 



(and that upon their own free election) 
are by the laws supposed to be personally 
present. 

V. — ^That by the present state of the 
representation, the subjects' fundamental 
rights ot property and free election are 
openly violated, since it is a fact that can- 
not be denied, that numbers are taxed by 
parliament who have tio voice in the elec- 
tion of members of parliament ; and it is 
a fact of which proof was tendered at the 
bar of the bouse of commons, that onfe 
hundred and 6fty four powerful individuals, 
peers and others, by influence or direct no- 
mination, return an actual majority of 
that house. 

VI. — That as the right of election was 
by the constitution designed to give to the 
people that man, and that man only, whom 
by their voices actually, not constructively 
given, they declare they know, tsteemj 
love, and trust, so can it not be satisfied by 
a representation that exists Only in thd 
forms and fictions of law. A virtual re- 
presentation therefore, however modified, 
we protest against as a violation of our 
constitutional rights and privileges : as be- 
ing itself a solecism in terms } as contra- 
dicting the king's command, that the 
knights, citizens; and burgesses be chosen 
freely and indifferently : as being repug- 
nant to the spirit of the constitution, and 
to th? obvious intent and purpose of the 
laws by which the right of common con- 
sent is fenced and secured ; and lastly, as 
being cunningly calculated to enslave the 
people under the shew and forms of free- 
dom. 

VII. That so long, therefore, as there 
is reason to suspect that a majority of the 
House of Commons, instead of being the 
freely chosen delegates of a free people, 
are the nominees of an odious oligarchy, 
so long shall we complain that the con4 
stitution is violated, and that a reform in 
the representation is necessary ; that there- 
fore economical reform, a reform which 
has only for its object to shorten the dura- 
tion of parliaments, and diml;*ibh the ex- 
penses of elections, will not satisfy us ; 
coupled indeed with a constitutional re- 
form, we should hail these measures as 
essential to the independence of the crown 
and the liberties of the people ; but with- 
out a constitutional reform we object to 
them ; because as they do not restWe our 
constitutional rights, and as experience has 
shewn bow vain is the attempt to restrain 
waste, correct abuses, and prevent! cor- 
ruption by measures of mere management 
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and regulation, thi^ ite inadequate and 
inefficient; but we f specially and empl»»- 
tically object to them, because, without 
constitutional reform, instead of restoring 
the independence of (he crown, andi the 
liberties of the people, they have an obr 
viouj tendency stil| further to abridge 
tljem, by rendering that borough patron- 
age, which we conceive to be the root of 
tl»e evil, more nianageable and les^ eipen- 
siye, and by enabling a faction more ef- 
fectually to controul and influence a «ia- 
jority pf that house, in which confessedly 
tlje powers of the government are sub- 
stantially vested. 

VIII. That our objections to thsse par- 
tial measures thus arisiiig from their ne- 
cessary tendencies, are further confirmefl 
by the result of actual eiperiente, and the 
irrefragabje evidence of facts, for we can- 
n6t but recollect that they proceeded from 
that same Whig patty, whose favourite 
maxim it has been, to govern the country 
by family interests and party connections ; 
that in pursuance of this policy, although 
they have frequently dimiiiished the in- 
fluence of the crown, they have never se- 
riously attempted to' increase the interests 
of the people; that althougk during the 
^imerican waf. they courted the people 
hy some vague and general flatteries, 
vChilst they retrencl^d the influence of the 
crown, in' points connected with its splen- 
dour and bounty, yet, by the memorable 
coalition, they avowed their contempt 
for the opinion of the one, . and by 
the India bill, unmasked their danger- 
ous designs upon the independence of the 
other. We cannot, therefore, but con^ 
sider the reform whiph is thus proposed, 
as suspicious and delusive, and 'especially 
as the «ame maxims of government as prer 
ceded the never to be forgotten events 
of that never to be forgotten period, are 
u'ow avowed as the foundation of that re- 
form. 

IX. That we, therefore, declare it to 
be our fixed resolution and purpose, never 
to lose sight of the great object which we 
have in view, a constitutional reform ; and 
we pledge ourselves to each other, and to 
the country, to ^ndeavour to obtain it «t 
every opportunity, favourable to .o«r efr 
furts, and by every n^eans which. the Uw 
and constitution will permit honest nieii 
and good subjects to employ. 

X. That the thanks of this nteeting be 
given to J. T. P. B. Trevaahion, and WiU 
Uam peter, esqrs. for the very able man- 
ner m which they supported the cjluse of 
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parliamfntary reform at the meeting in 
. London. 

XI. That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to the mayor of Bqdmin, for the 
polite and ready manner in which he con- 
sented to accommodate this meeting with 
the use of the Assize-hall. 

f.. w. STACKHonsE, chairman. 

The chairqjan having left the chair, it 
was projrased, and carried unanimously. 
That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the cliairman, for his very able and im- 
partial conduct in the chair. 

^acHiBALD Hamilton Rowan, is much 
obliged to such of his tenantry as, unknown 
to jjim, have sp^ublicly expressed their 
sense of his conduct, in never having, 
since his arrival, exercised a right, whicli 
he, however, looks upon as founded in 
Pf incipie ; though he is concerned to find 
that in some instances it has gone so far 
as to take discount upon discount in the payr 
njent of rents. 

His notions of the right of property in 
I^d, impel him to share every pecuniary 
inconvenience, arising from the rapid flight 
of specie from these countries, in common 
with his* tenantry; from whose improve^ 
ments, as well as his own right, his rents 
flow in a mixed proportion. 

But he foresees that a time is rapidly ad- 
vancing, when the depreciation of paper- 
money may go to that excess, though at pro- 
sent it is scarcely felt, landholders may, 
ai)4 must, by taknig bank-notes as sterling 
money, bear much more than an equal and 
just s|iare of the burthen of th^t calamitous 
p^od. 

A.H. R. is concerned that thosf who 
wish to ^^ert such an occurrence, do not 
join the little phalanx headc<J by Sir Fran- 
cis purdett and Mr. Brand, in the house of 
Commons, and in the country of England 
by that venerable patriot, whose steady 
heart and head have never swerved from 
the cause of parliamentary reforin. Major 
Cartwright, in their pursuit ; and thus pro- 
cure to the people of both countries a real 
representation in their hqusc by quiet 
means rather than risk the making it the 
consequence of irritation or despair. 

KUlilcgh CasiL; July ^0, 181}. 

Po/tulatloH of ike Unitei States, in 1810, 

Virginia, .,.........{.,,,...S^5,6^9 

New-York, «..«..-...... ....959,220 

Penqiylvania i.ii ^.....810,163 
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Massachusetts, (pr.) 472,040? -«»,^b 

Maine, 2?8,705S ' 

JJorth CaroUiia „ 563,526 

South Qarolina, ,, 414,935 

Kentucky, 406,511 

Maryland, „ 380,546 

Connecticut, ,,,.., 261,942 

Tennessee West,.... 160,3607 „., ,„, 

East, 101,36'7 J ^^^'^^^ 

Peorgia,... 252,433 

New- Jersey, ,..,,.,, ,,,,,,...245,562 

Ohio,.,,. „..,.....,. 2.TO,760 

Vermoiit, 217,91.1 

New Hampshire, ....214,414 

Rhode Island...... 76,931 

Delaware , ,,,, 72,674 

TerriUrial GweriimenU- 

Orleans,. ....,.,.,, 76,556 

Mississippi, 40,352 

Ihdiana...... 24,520 

Columbia, 24,023 

Louisiana, 20,845 

Illinois, 12,282 

Michigan, ,.„, ,, , '4,7G2 

7,233,421 



^t a puhtie meeting of Freeholders ami inhahi- 
tant'houiehotders of the County of Essex^ held 
at tie Shire-haU, at Chelmsford, on the 3d 
^ August, 

fc. DP CANE, J0N. ESQ. in the chair. 

tltSolved, That it was averred in a peti- 
tion to the House of Commons, on the 6th 
0f May, 1793, and evidence in proof of 
the facts at the same time tendered by the 
petitioners, that thuee hundred and se- 
ven of the members fof England ^nd 
Wales only, are not sent to parliament by 
the suffrages of the people, but are, 
through numerous breaches and evasions 
of the freedom of flection tlierein set forth, 
returned by one auKORED ANti eifty- 
loiTR peers and commoner^ — and also, 
that the allegatirais in the said petition 
still stand on the journals of parliament 
Uncontradicted, 

Resolved, That it appears to us unde- 
niable, that this deplorabledecay of popu- 
lar representation in parliament, co-opera- 
ting with the septennial duration of the 
same parliaments, is a gross and palpable 
departure frem the only constitutional 
character of the lower House of ParJia- 
Dieiit, " a full and free representative of 
the Commons of this realm." 

Resolved, That the elective franchise 



was, fcy an established principle of o«r 
ancient and excellent constitution, distri- 
buted between the freeholders and the 
householders, and therefore, that it is the 
opinion of this meeting, that in addition 
to the land-owners, and in lieu of returns 
to parliament in the name of depopulated, 
or close, or venal boroughs, the househol- 
derj of Great Britain and Ireland, directly 
paying certain afsewments to the state, 
oBght, except in the case of peers of the 
realm, to have a voice in the election of 
the members of the Ctin^mons House ef 
parliament. 

Resolved also. That in the opinion of 
this meeting, a law for taking the poll of 
the voters, under such regulations as would 
prevent in future the ruinous expense of 
contested elections, is not more necessary 
toward the independence and integrity of 
parliament, than i* ** f'"' ^^^ preseryatioa 
of public morah. 

Resolved, Thft the county pf Rsser, 
which, in respect to its extent, popula- 
tion, commerce, and taxes, is one (nf the 
first coupties in the Itingdom, may no lou- 
eet be deprived, as it is at present, of its 
fair and just proportion in the representa- 
tion of tt>e people, nor its inhabitants left 
under the oppressive influence of decayed, 
dependent, and corrupted boroughs. 

Resolved, That a petition from fre«S 
holders and householders in Essex be pre- 
sented to the House of Commons, praying 
for a parliamentary restoration of the un- 
dot^bted and fundamental right Qf the 
people to a representation, by free elec- 
tion, to short parliaments.. And at the 
same time resolved, That all such reform 
in the powers of electing the members to 
sit for them in parliament, ought to pro^ 
ceed on the approved principles of the 
English constitution of government by 
the three estates of King, Lords, ^nd Com- 
mons, and ought not to infringe the pri- 
vileges, nor the prer< gative of the crown. 

The thanks of the meeting were then 
given to Mr. Du Cane, the chairman, for 
the able and judicious manner in which he 
had presided that day. 

It was then moved by Mr. Burgoyne, 
and seconded by Mr. Holt, that Mr. 
Honywood and Mr. Harney should be re- 
quested to present the petition to parlia- 
ment. 

7%e Petition of the ttndersigned Preehplders and 
tnhaiitanti. Householders of the County of 
£siex^ ta the Honourable the. Commons of 
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tie Uniied ^itffrfow of Gi'at Srltain and 

Jnliiiil, in farliaattat atumhlcd, 
Shi-wiih, 

That your petitioners, impelled by a 
Itrollg sense pf tbe duty they owe to them-> 
selves, tiijd to their coutltry, at tl^s event- 
ful and uoprecedeated conjtwcture of pub- 
lic affair*, avail themselve* c^ their right 
of petitioning your booourable house, in 
order to lay before you their sentiments 
on the present very imperfect and inade- 
quate representation of the people in par- 
llament, under the eusting forms of elec- 
tion, if our petitioners conceive, that one 
excellent part of the constitution consists 
in the representative system, by virhicb the 
people are allowed a due share in th« go- 
vernmfHt. But after they have seen it dis- 
tinctly stated in a petition presented to 
your honourable house on the 6th ddy of 
May, in the year 1793, and eviden«e ten- 
dered in proof of the facts, that -Three 

HUNDERED AND SEVEN Of TOUR MSMEERS 

lOR ENQLANO AND WAI.ES ONLY, are not 
tent to parHament by the suffrages of the 
people I that they are, on the contrary, 

RETURNED BV ONE HUNDRED AND IirTV 

roVR PEER> AND commoners; and when 
they find that the^e allegations stand at 
tliis day on the Journals of parliament, un- 
contradicted, they cannot but conclude, 
that J >ur honourable house has lamenta- 
bly departed from its original and consti- 
tutional character, " a full an^d free r»pre- 
lentative of tb^ Commons of these realtnsi" 
To this alarming defect your petitioners 
asoribe the far greater part of thtir na- 
tional calamities ; therefore, it is tboy 
would bring to your recollection the blood 
that has been wasted iti wars, wfaish, to 
eay the least, wiser counsels might have 
avoided. Therefore, they would remitid 
you of the vast and fearful magnitude of 
the public expenditure, and of tb« accu- 
mulated increase of debt and taxation. 
To the same source they ascribe the deci- 
«ons of your honourable house, on va- 
rious occasipM, in manifest opposition to 
the declared sense of the country, and to 
its most essential iatere«t», at well as ili 
direct contradiction to your ov'n recorded 
opinions. Above all, your petitioners at- 
tribute to this unhappy cause, the unwil- 
lingnesf hitherto shown in parliament to 
inquire into, and correct the corruptions 
and abuses which prevail, too notoriously 
iqr denial, in the procuring of seats in 
your honourable house, and which tend 
bgr diminishing ij» virtue, to d«troy the 
confidence of the people in the Commons 



House of parliarflent. For these, as well 
as for many other powerful reasons, that 
might be derived from existing circum- 
stances, which your petitioners forbear to 
jnention, lest they should too much mix 
their present feelings with discussion on 
the vital principles of the liberties of Eng^^- 
land, they beseech your honourabj* bouses 
that the septennial ait, which, under a 
plea of public danger, was, in contempt 
of national right, passed by a House of 
Commons chosen only for three years, 
be forthvrith repealed, and that in addi- 
tion to the laud owners, and in lieu of re^ 
turns to parliament in the name of depo- 
pulated, or close or venal boroughs, tha 
hotiseholders of Great Britain and Ireland, 
directly paying a certain assessment to the 
Mate, may, with the exception of the peers 
of the realm, have a vote in the election 
of members of your honourable house, 
and under such regulations of the poll as 
would prevent the ruinous expense of con. 
tested elections, but too often the result 
as they are now conducted— >« precaution^ 
they will add, not more necessary toward 
the independence and integrity of parlia- 
ment, than it is for the preservation of 
puUic morals. 

An efficient and coMtitUtional reform 
in the powers of election to your honour- 
able house, they are fully persuaded would 
afibrd a safe, certain, and speedy remedy 
for the numerous grievances under wbi<^ 
they labour. 

They are, mofeoveri persuaded It is the 
only efficient remedy to be found for them, 
because it is only by such reform, and 
with • the terih of the representative trust 
considerably shortened, that you can restore 
that identity of interest between the mem* 
bers of the House of Commons and the 
people at large, without which your pe- 
titioners have no rational assurance that 
they shall enjoy the blessings of free and 
equal government, undef the safe-guard 
of the British coiutitution. 

The disastrous times in which we live^ 
demand this open avowal of your peti- 
tioners' thoughts and wishes on a mea- 
sure again and again brought before you : 
and iv the language in which they havei 
conveyed ftiiem, they intreat you to be- 
lieve, they intend your honourable housa 
no disrespect, though tbey frankly confess 
they are unacquainted with words too 
strong to express what they feel on a 
topic so intimately connected with their 
dearest lij^tts, and «tost valuabl* iaM* 
rests. 
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In conclusion, your petitioners earnestly 
pray yoiir honourable house to undertake 
a constitutions! reform before it be too late, 
according to the provision? they have pre- 
sumed to point out, or in such other mode, 
as to your wisdom shall seem more efjee- 
tual far the accomplishment of the impoi't- 
arif object which your pecitiohers have in 
view. 

So shall the affections of the people be 
conciliated : your honourable house re- 
trieve its due weight and influence on 
the public mind ; the internal peace and 
independenct of the couiitry he secured: 
stability given to the throne, and our liber- 
ties, out best inheritance, be petpetuateci. 

And your pdtitionerssball ever pray, &c. 

GAL WAY CATHOLIC MEETING. 

At a most numerous and highiij respntabk meet- 
ing of the Roman Catholics of the County of 
Galnvaijy held in the County Court'hatise^ in the 
iotvn of GaliL^Tt/y on Sundiiy^the l\ih of Au~ 
gust instant^ the folloiuing Hesolutions ivere 
Tiio^jed by Sir ThofTtas Surie^ Bart, seconded Ly 
the Non,^ Charles Sfrendti And uhanimousty 
agreed to .■— * 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Ffrench in tjie chair. 

Resolved, That we most cofdiallv coiicbr 
with, and adopt the resolutionsentercd into 
by the general committee of the Catholics 
of Ireland on the Slst of July last; and 
that we cannot sufficiently applaud their 
firm, temperate, and constitutional conduct 
on the occasion, which rendered expedient 
their extraordinary meeting of that day. 

Resolved, That the right to frame and 
present petitions for the redress of grie- 
vances, to tht King and Parliament, is un- 
questionable, and to us disqualified in so 
iiianv respects, inestiinsble, as being one of 
the few rights of the subject, of wlifch 
we have not been divested, and as being 
moreover the effective channel through 
which our Sufferings shall be told, and the 
unmerited severity of our case placed for 
tedress under the considerationol the crown 
and legislature. 

■Resolved, That we oonsider the rec<mt 
proceedings of the administration of this 
country as a manifest attack on this com- 
mon, uuaUeuable and invaluaWe right of 
the Protestant, the Dissenter, and the Ca- 
tholic, aiicl that the attempt to impede arxl 
render it nugatory or impraeticablein our 
case, under the evasions and pretexts con- 
tained in the late circular letter and prt)- 
damation, is a daring «ner«acluncnc on thii 



most important ind sacred privilege, which 
the law and constitutloit has long securetl 
to the subjects of this realm. 

Resolved, therefore. That behave heard 
wifh sentiments tjf deep regfet and asto- 
nishm'.nt the late aggression Wade on the 
liberties of some of our Catholic fellow-sub- 
jects in Dublin, and that we will, to the 
utmost of our power, by all legal and con- 
stittitional mean*, support and co-operate 
with them in upholding our common 
right. 

Resolved, That unmoved and uninflu- 
enced by these measures, and convinced 
that the formation of a committee for the 
purpose Of preparing and causing to be 
presented petitions for redress of grievances 
is perfectly constilirtional, and, save by 
perverted and oppressive construction, fe- 
Vidently out of the intent and meaning of 
the act of parliament, called the conven- 
tion act, wS do now proceed forthwith to 
appoint a committee for the eipress pur- 
pose of preparing a petition for the total 
repeal of the harassing and degrading la*s 
which affect us, and of causing the same to 
be presented early in the ensuing sessidu 
of parliament. 

Resolved, That we nominate for • that 
purpose Sir Thomas Burke, Bart. MalacHy 
Donfelan, Christopher Dillon Bellew, JoHn 
Brbwue, John J Burke, esqrs. Hon. Mar- 
tin French, Philip Lynch, Athy ; Hubert 
Dolphin, Edward Blake, and Robert Fren<?h 
juUg-esqrs. and that said gentleihen do fully 
possess the confidence of the Catholics of 
this county. 

Resolved, -That on a deliberate tonsidt- 
J-ation of the actual state of public feelings 
and opiniohs, of the times and events anidst 
which we live, of the present dangers and 
unexampled difficulty of the British Eift- 
pire, we feel it a solemn duty (without re- 
ference to our own peculiar interests) thtis 
to proceed with determined exertion and 
combined efforts towards procuring the 
entire and immediate abolition of the un- 
justiii<ible, insulting, arid most impolitic dis- 
tinctions, legal and otherwise, which hura- 
tile us, its natives;;' in this our ancient land j 
that (he speedy restoration of all those 
rights, liberties, and immunities of which 
we have bsen strljiped, is a measure indis- 
pensably necessary to its welfare and secu- 
■lityj that it is at length and fully due to 
the Roman Catholics of Ueland, whether 
their title tu it is estimated by their long, 
loyal and patient suffering, thsir useful and 
productive industty, theif signal eontii- 
bution to tbe national revenue, their gre» 



